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Paragraphs [0020]-[0021] 

[0020] Analyzing means 3 statistically process a packet received from filter means 5 
accordiQg to a count item corresponding to a predetermined attribution. The count 
item is classified by protocol, terminal, user, and data size etc., in which for the 
counting by e.g. terminal, the number of packet for each terminal is coimted. 
[0021] In this embodiment, protocol is adopted as the count item, so that the 
analyzing means 3 count by a lower protocol, while coimting by a higher protocol for 
particular protocols. 
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(54) NETWORK CONNECTION APPARATUS 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a network connection apparatus 
capable of statistically processing traffic information at a high level while 
suppressing the cost increase. _ 
SOLUTION: The network connection apparatus having a switching 
means 1 for transforming received packets based on transmission 
addresses of the received packets, and a control means 4 for settmg — 
about the operation of the switching means, comprises a mirror ring 
means 2 for fetching and outputting packets about a first specified port, 
an analyzing means 3 for statistically processing the packets outputted 
fi-om the mirror ring means after sorting them at every packet attnbute, 
and an output means for outputting statistic information resulting from 
the statistic process by the analyzing means. A central processor 
constitutes a control means and the analyzing means. 
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